The description is more applicable to Ophidium than to the gunnel, if we take cognizance of the fact that Linnseus considered the chin appendages as barbels ("cirris quatuor") and not anomalous ventrals. Inasmuch as (1) the barhatum was the first species of the genus in both cases, (2) the ancient name referred to it, (3) Linnaius himself considered it as the type of the genus, notwithstanding his diagnosis, and (4) the name Ophidium has been used universally for it, it seems best to retain the name with the usual acceptation.
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